
Martin’s Psychopathic Disorder In “The Girl With The Dragon Tatto” 

18 
 

MARTIN’S PSYCHOPATHIC DISORDER IN THE GIRL WITH THE DRAGON TATTOO 

 
Jeanette Herdita Juniaruni Widyasari M.W 

English Literature Program, Faculty of Languages and Arts, State University Of Surabaya 

10020154056.jeanette@gmail.com  

 

Dr. Ali Mustofa M.pd 

English Literature Program, Faculty of Languages and Arts, State University Of Surabaya 

 

Abstrak  
Psikopat merupakan mental disorder paling parah yang terjadi pada seseorang. Psikopat lebih dikenal sebagai 

social predator karena sifatnya yang suka membunuh dan menyiksa korbannya. Pada dasarnya psikopat tidak bisa 
mengontrol emosinya, sehingga  psikopat tidak mengenali emosi mereka sendiri. psikopat dan sosiopat adalah hal yang 
bereda. DSM-III dan DSM-IIIR mendiagnosa sosiopat dan psikopat adalah halyang berbeda. sosiopat merupakan 
gabungan dari criminal dan anti social. sedangkan psikopat merupakan gabungan dari karakter dan penyimpangan 
tingkah laku seseorang. factor utama yang mendasari psikopat muncul dalam diri seseorang adalah  pengalaman pada 
masa kecil  mereka. Psikopat merupakan sikap yang memang tertanam pada diri seseorang apabila seseorang tersebut 
mengalami trauma sexual dan kekerasan pada masa kecil mereka atau pengalaman buruk yang terjadi pada masa kecil 
atau justru karena seseorang tersebut mengagumi seorang pembunuh yang tanpa mereka sadari menjadi panutan 
mereka.maka daripada itu peran orang tua dan lingkungan sangatlah penting untuk membangun atau menciptakan 
kepribadian seseorang. Penelitian ini di fokuskan pada sikap-sikap psikopat dalam salah satu tokoh pada novel The Girl 
With The Dragon Tattoo bernama Martin. Tujuan tersebut terdiri dari (1) bagaimana psikopat tersebut digambarkan 
melalui tokoh Martin di dalam novel In The Girl With The Dragon Tattoo (2) mengapa Martin cenderung memilih 
wanita menjadi korbannya. Penilitian ini menggunakan metode deskripsi kualitatif dan menggunakan teori psikopatik 
oleh Robert D.Hare untuk mengungkapkan sikap psikopatikMartin dan psikologi analysis oleh Sigmun Freud untuk 
mencari tahu alasan Martin menjadi seorang psikopat dan hanya mengincar wanita. Analisis data memerlukan proses 
(1) pengumpulan data dalam novel (2) menyetarakan data dengan teori-teori yang telah dipilih untuk membahas analisis 
tersebut. Berdasarkan analisis, penelitian ini menemukan hal dasar atau factor utama penyimpangan social dan mental 
disorder seseorang, dan bagaimana seorang anak meniru sikap seseorang yang dia kagumi.  
 
Kata kunci: psychopath, id, ego, superego, instinct, psychopathic disorder 
 

 
Abstract 

Psychopath is a worst mental disorder that ever happened to someone. Psychopath is more known as a social 
predator because they likes to kill and rape their victims. Psychopath cannot control their emotional and their ego, so 
that they can recognize teir own feeling. Psychopath and sociopath are different. A diagnosed in DSM-III and the DSM-
IIIR “antisocial personality disorder”, sociopath refers primarily to a cluster of criminal and antisocial behaviors. The 
majority of criminals easily meet the criteria for such a diagnosis. "Psychopathy," on the other hand, is defined by a 
cluster of both personality traits and socially deviant behaviors. main factor why someone become a psychopath is 
because of his bad experience when he is child, traumatic sexual, or even he imitate his favorite people, he admiring 
them and Without consciousness, he admiring a killer. So that, parents and environment are important to create a 
character and behavior. this research focused on the psychopath actions in one of the character in The Girl With The 
Dragon Tattoo name Martin. The purpose are (1) How is psychopath represented through Martin’s action in Larsson’s 
The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo (2) Why does Martin tend to choose women as his objects of psychopathic action? 
This study will be conducted by using descriptive-qualitative method and this study uses the concept of psychopath by 
Robert D.Hare to reveal psychopath act of the character and psychoanalysis in analyzing what makes Martin tend to 
choose women and girls as his victims. The analysis of data needs some processes like (1) collecting data from novel 
(2) to make the data equal with the theories that chosen to discuss the analysis. Based on the analysis, this research find 
the main factor mental disorder or deviant behaviours and how children imitate their admire people’s behaviour. 
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INTRODUCTION  
 Psychopath is different with sociopath. A 
diagnosed in DSM-III and the DSM-IIIR 
“antisocial personality disorder”, sociopath 
refers primarily to a cluster of criminal and 
antisocial behaviors. The majority of criminals 
easily meet the criteria for such a diagnosis. 
"Psychopathy," on the other hand, is defined 
by a cluster of both personality traits and 
socially deviant behaviors. Most of the 
criminals are not the psychopath, they refer to 
sociopath, and the one who psychopath is 
who manage to operate on the shady side of 
the law and remain out of prison are 
psychopaths (Hare1999;25). Martin is exactly 
not a sociopath, he is a psychopath who can 
easily have a normal life even he was a 
murdered. The main reason why he became a 
psychopath is because he was taught by his 
own father, and he accepted it.  
 Most psychopath sufferers targeted 
women, young boy, and young girl. Many of 
them are targeting women, ranging from 
teenagers to older women. Moreover, 
psychopath always performs prior sexual 
harassment or even managed to make the 
target would have sex with him. In Martin’s 
case, most of the targets were immigrants, 
whores, and every girl that close to him. As 
Hare said in his book titled without 
“conscience the disturbing world of 
psychopath among us”, we cannot judge 
people as a psychopath just because that 
person killed someone. (Hare:1999:25).  
 Psychopath is social predator who 
charms, manipulates, and ruthlessly plows 
his way through life, leaving a broad trial of 
broken hearts, shattered expectations, and 
empty wallets (Hare.1999;xii). Many criminals 
are not a psychopath, psychopaths are usually 
lack of consciousness and in feelings for 
others. They do whatever they want to do, 
they likes two approaches, which are 
Psychopathy to define what are Martin’s acts 
that show him as a psychopath, and 
Psychoanalysis by Sigmun Freud to define 
Martin’s behaviour 
 To diagnose someone is a psychopath or 
not, one has to look at the symptoms itself. As 
the behavioral problem, psychopathic has its 
symptoms, because many people always get 
wrong when there is someone killing a 
person, they will called as a psychopath. 
According to Robert D Hare, psychopaths 
have its own symptoms in addition to killing. 

Killing does not mean making a person into a 
psychopath, but killing is a criminal act of the 
person. As Robert said the symptoms of a 
person that can be said as a psychopaths are 

 Symptoms of Psychopathy 
Emotional/Interpersonal Social Deviance 

Glib and Superficial Impulsive 

Egocentric and 
Grandiose 

Poor behavior 
control 

Lack of remorse or guilt 
Need for 

excitement 

Lack of empathy 
Lack of 

responsibility 

Deceitful and 
Manipulative 

Early behavior 
problems 

Shallow emotion 
Adult antisocial 

behavior 

(Hare:1999;34) 

 Glib And Superficial Charm – The 
characteristic of psychopath is 
someone who have interest in their 
physic and a good talker.  

 Egocentric And Grandiose is an 
attitude where a psychopath has 
high self confidence, high self 
esteem and arrogant.  

 Lack Of Remorse Or Guilt is an 
attitude where a psychopath didn’t 
feel guilty after they kill people. 

 Lack Of Empathy is a lack of 
feelings toward people in general; 
cold, contemptuous, inconsiderate, 
and tactless. 

 Deceitful And Manipulative: lying, 
deceiving, and manipulating are 
something natural from a 
psychopath (Hare, 46) and it is 
becomes their natural habit.  

 Shallow emotion is a Lack of 
emotional and feeling when 
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psychopaths cannot explain their 
feeling 

 Impulsive happens most in 
psychopath. Psychopath is not a 
typical to think of the pros and cons 
that exist in their heart and mind 

 Poor Behavioral Control is a kind of 
Psychopaths typically have less 
emotional. 

 need for excitement. According to 
Hare, psychopaths get bored easily 

 Lack Of Responsibility. 
Psychopaths tend to lack of 
responsibility and did not take the 
responsibilities properly 

 Early Behavior Problem is the main 
problem to creating a child 
behavior. Environment is the first 
thing to learn by children, so that 
they will imitate what people do 
around them. Most of them had 
experienced violence or seen 
violent acts directly. Environment 
that is not good is the triggers to be 
bad attitudes that exist in these 
children. They feel trauma or 
something, so they take it out with 
criminal acts 

 the adult antisocial action is a good 
predictor of adult behavioral 
problems and criminality. 

 PSYCHOANALYSIS 
 The purpose of psychoanalysis is to 
help us solve personality problems that 
occur in human being. Growing up is the 
phase in life and everybody experienced 
that. Growing up is not only about we 
grow up than called adult or mature, but 
also about the character. Each person has 
his or her own character, and everybody 
are different. The main part to grow the 
character or behavior is family, and then 
goes through the society. We are different 
for each other, different attitude, different 
behavior, so that we are motivated to 
emulate people whom we admire in 
order to feel good about ourselves. 
(handbook of psychopathy, 27) 

 Freud interested in the ways people dealt 
with their intrinsic sensuality, sexuality and 
aggression. He saw these as drives which 
became channeled and controlled as the 
person grew from a ruthlessly pleasure-
seeking little creature into a civilised, mature 
adult. (Milton 18) The goal of psychoanalysis 
is to help us resolves the psychological 
problems commonly referred to as disorder or 
dysfunction, and it is focus on the wrong 
behavior patterns (Tyson:2006:12). 
Psychoanalysis describes everything about 
behavior and dysfunctional behavior. 
 

 ID, EGO, SUPEREGO  

Freud and Rogers believes that all of 
humans have their own instincts in our life and 
never lose it and they influenced in our life. Freud 
view’s, there are two instincts in human, they are; 
life instinct and death instinct. The energy from 
these instincts strives to express in our lives 
through drives. Freud chose newborns as 
investigation object, and the newborn stage 
known as the id. Id is a fundamental part of our 
mind. The personality of the id is newborn baby. 
This stage is called the primary process by which 
infants already has a desire. New baby born just 
focus on satisfying their drive. If id is the desire of 
human, the ego acts as a filter or controls the 
desires that arise within us as human beings. This 
is called as secondary process. The ego develops 
and controls the id’s drive. According to Freud, 
the ego develops from the id and ensures that the 
impulses of the id can expressed in a manner 
acceptable in the real world. 

 ID is the desire that arises in human 
being, the ego is controlling desires, and then we 
get the superego, which are crucial to the rules 
contained in the public. The superego, the third 
component of the mind, begins to develop in 
childhood. The superego represents the 
expectations and rules of society, initially 
represented by the expectations and rules of 
parents. The superego develops as a child takes 
parental and societal values into himself or 
herself. (Basic psychology analysis, 4). Superego 
can be regard as a jury in our life. Superego 
applied when we were 5 years old, when far we 



Martin’s Psychopathic Disorder In “The Girl With The Dragon Tatto” 

21 
 

have started to learn about how to behave and to 
apply them in the community 

 
 FREUD’S STAGE  

Freud begins the stage of our newborn, 
Freud called it as the oral stage, the next stage 
anal stage, the third stage is the phallic stage, the 
fourth one is the latency, and the last stage he 
called it as genital.  

1) Oral Stage 
Freud called the newborn as the infant, 
they have a first experience touching 
the body of their mother when they 
suckle their mothers. Freud called this 
stage as the oral stage, where stage that 
start from 0-2 years old.  

2) Anal Stage 
Anal stage where the infant is receiving 
oral activities such as, feeding, thumb 
shaking, and babbling. annal stage that 
begins from 2-3 years old. The children 
learn to respond to some demand of 
society. The pleasure of this stage is in 
anus. At this time, the children might 
be discovering the pleasure by touching 
or rubbing his or her genitalia 

3) Phallic Stage 
Phallic stage begins at 3-7 years old. At 
that time, the children start to learn the 
differentiation between male and 
female and become aware on sexuality. 

4)  Latten Stage 

Latten stage starts from 7-11 years old. 
At that time, the children continue his 
or her developmental but sexual urges 
are relatively quiet. Freud believes that 
the sexual impulse of the children 
suppressed by learning. Maybe a 
quarter of them already do the 
masturbation. 

5)  Genital  

Genital that begin from 11-adult. begins 
at puberty, and represents the 
resurgence of the sex drive in 
adolescence, and the more specific 
focusing of pleasure in sexual 
intercourse. Freud felt that masturbation, 

oral sex, homosexuality, and many other 
things we find acceptable in adulthood 
today, were immature. 

 

 LIFE AND DEATH INSTINCT 

 Freud saw that every human behavior is 
driven by instinct coming from themselves. 
There are two kinds of instincts according to 
Freud; they are life and death instinct. First is 
life instinct, humans has a life instinct to fill 
their needs such as; food, drinks, and all 
forms of survival including sex. Sex is an 
important needs besides foods and drink. 
Human desire to sex is very high, that is why 
sex becomes necessary in life. Basic instinct 
earl in life this is for desire also called as 
libido. Life instinct is about pleasure 
principle. death instinct stated on the end of 
life is death. Freud argued that human 
sometimes unconsciously wants to end their 
lives 
(http://webspace.ship.edu/cgboer/freud.ht
ml). This desire arises especially when they 
are not feeling better or worse. The desire to 
end the life appeared when they really feel 
they have no way out in their problems. 
When people in a crisis, fear, feelings of guilt 
and give up in life, despair is the result of all 
of it (Tyson, 21) 
 
 This study uses 2 research questions. 
They are How is psychopath represented 
through Martin’s action in Larsson’s The Girl 
with the Dragon Tattoo?, Why does Martin tend 
to choose women as his objects of 
psychopathic action. The purpose of the study 
is to analyse Martin’s acts in the novel that 
can be diagnosed as psychopath, to analyse 
what makes Martin likes to rap and kill 
women, to reveal the reason why Martin 
chooses women rather than men All of the 
research questions are about in The Girl with The 
Dragon Tattoo novel. 

 

 

METHOD 

The research type used in this study is 
descriptive qualitative. In this case, a qualitative 
research only deals with the words in written and 
spoken data. The study is more focus in observing the 
use of how psychopath represented in Martin’s action 
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and why Martin tend to choose women or girls as his 
victims in The Girl With The Dragon Tattoo  

The data of this study is  psychopathic acts  in 
The Girl With The Dragon Tattoo. They are also as the 
subject of the study. Furthermore, the source of data is 
Martin in The Girl With The Dragon Tattoo. This novel 
is used as the primary data.  

In the process of collecting the data, the 
observation is the technique to collect the data. 
According to Wray (1998:186), the observation is not 
enough to be done once, but ongoing. The collected 
data are based on the The Girl With The Dragon Tattoo 
novel. The observation is to make people understand 
that not every criminal is a psychopath, and to explain 
more about early behavior, which is environment, is 
the main factor to build a character In this case. After 
collecting the data, it comes to the process to analyze 
the data in this study.  

 
DISCUSSION 

1 Martin psychopath acts in the girl 
with the dragon tattoo 

The story of the novel tells about Mikael 
and Lisbeth asked by Henrik Vanger to find out 
about the death of Hariet Vanger 40 years ago. 
Hariet’s body body was missing. Henrik, her aged 
uncle, was curious about her missing. After they 
had found out the missing Hariet, the truth is that 
Hariet was not dying; she just disappeared 
because of Martin, her big brother and her father. 
Both her brother and her father raped her and try 
to kill her. Her father tried to teach her just like 
what he did to Martin, but she denied it. Both her 
father and Martin already killed and raped so 
many women in Russia. This study is interested 
to analyse what makes Martin become a 
psychopath. First, this study will discuss about 
psychopath acts that Martin did and to reveal 
why he was only interested to kill women. 

To analyse psychopath acts, we cannot 
judge when the person kills people. Killing people 
is not always called as a psychopath, because 
psychopaths have their own symptoms. In 
accordance with the purpose of this thesis, which 
identifies Martin’s psychopath act, it needs 
analysis based on those 12 items. The researcher 
need to look for evidence, actions that are 
appropriate with all the 12 items the researcher 
will explain and explore more about Martin’s 
action. 

 

1 Glib and Superficial charm 

(Martin uses his charm to attract the girls) 

“His victims were often new arrivals, immigrant girls 
who had no friends or social contacts in Sweden. 
There were also prostitutes and social outcasts, with 
drug abuse or other problems in their background” 
(Larsson.506) 

 In the novel, it was said that his victims 
were mostly new arrivals. They were immigrant 
girls who have no friends or social contact in 
Sweden. The background of life of people who 
have problems making them like outsider and 
felt lonely. They avoided people because they 
thought that they were unacceptable and they 
did not know anyone. When there was a new 
comer and no friend, she found someone who 
wanted to be her friend, She would trustfully on 
him because no one wanted to be her friend.  It 
would be easier for Martin to make them as his 
victims, for they were close to him. Besides, 
Martin was easy to make them believe or fell for 
him because he was handsome. If Martin was 
not handsome, then those women would not to 
talk to him or even closed to him. This is the 
evidence that Martin has a charm to make girls 
or women love him or like him. 

 most of his victims are new arrivals and 
immigrants who did not really understand about 
the place or the people. If there is someone nice 
to them, they will do the same thing with him, 
and they will easily believe to him. The words 
“There were also prostitutes and social outcasts, with 
drug abuse or other problems in their background” 
(Larsson, 506) show that he find someone who 
have problem in her life, and when he goes to 
the prostitute, he will easily got whomever he 
wants. Prostitute is the place where no one 
reverences the women there. When Martin 
comes there, he can get victims easily since he is 
a good talker.   

 

2 Egocentric and grandiose 

(Martin feels like he is a God who can control 
people’s life and death, and he thinks he is 
smart) 



Martin’s Psychopathic Disorder In “The Girl With The Dragon Tatto” 

23 
 

“You see. You’ve already started to adapt to the 
submission principle. I hold your life in my hands, 
Mikael. You know that I can dispatch you at any 
second. You pleaded with me to improve your quality 
of life, and you did so by using reason and little good 
manners. And you were rewarded.” (Larsson.490) 

The quotation above shows how Martin really 
loved the moment when he held someone’s life. 
When his victims were begging on him to stop, 
he felt like he was the God now. Because he was 
the one who gave them decision whether they 
would stay alive or died. In fact Martin was still 
wanted to kill them even they were begging on 
him to release them. Martin really loved the 
moment when he saw his victims desperate. 
From this situation, we can see that Martin loves 
the moment when he is like God or he acts like a 
God because they are begging to him. 

3 Lack Of Remorse Or Guilt 

(Martin never feels guilty after he killed girls 
or women because he likes doing that) 

“Of course my actions aren’t socially acceptable, but 
my crime is first and foremost a crime against the 
conventions of society. Death doesn’t come until the 
end of my guests’ visits here, after I’ve grown weary 
of them. It’s always so fascinating to see their 
disappointment.”(Larsson. 489) 

The quotation above proofs that even he know 
that his action and  his behavior is not social 
acceptable, Martin keep killing his victims and 
he did not worry his crime is revealed as long as 
the victim die and he throw the body in the 
water. Without feeling any guilty, he keep kill 
the victim to hide is crime. "It's always so 
fascinating to see Reviews their disappointment" 
(Larsson, 489) this statement, explaining that 
martin really do not care about the fate of a 
person and the person's life. When he was 
already satisfied, then the next action is to 
torture and kill them, and then dumped their 
body in the river. Martin does not even feel 
guilty when he did kill his victims though they 
had begged him 

4 lack of empathy 

(Martin does not care about his victims even if 
they are dead. All he want is just to feel the 
pleasure from them) 

 “Because it’s so easy,” he said. “Women 
disappear all the time. Nobody misses them. 
Immigrants. Whores from Russia. Thousands of 
people pass through Sweden every year.” 
(Larsson. 487)  
 

When Mikael asked "why" to martin, he 
answers with nonsense reason. People will not 
look for those women because the fact that 
women are disappearing and no one will care 
about them. Since his victims are mostly new 
comers, immigrants, and whores, he can do 
anything to them because no one cares about 
them. New comers and immigrants are the new 
people that try to have life in a new place and 
they did not know much about people around 
them. So, even they are killed or missed no one 
will notice that. That same to the whores, no one 
care about the whores, even when they are killed 
and missed no one will care to them.  He said it 
was not all like this is something serious. 
Because he was happy to do it, then he does not 
need a special reason why he should kill. 

 
5 Deceitful and manipulative 

(Martin is lying about his existences when 
Mikael asked him where was he the day Hariet 
disappeared) 

“You lied about what you were doing on the day that 
Harriet disappeared. You were in Hedestad at the 
Children’s Day parade. You were photographed there, 
looking at Harriet” Mikael said (Larsson. 482) 

We know that psychopaths are included in the 
class of people who are good at Speaking. When 
they are in the interrogation, they would reverse 
the very young with facts. Even they can make a 
new story while in a state of urgency. Back to 
Martin, Martin could easily lie because lying has 
become his weapon. It is the same thing with 
what he did to get his victims, he would split the 
words, so his victims caught in his trap. Because 
Martin is the only reason why Hariet leave the 
house, Martin intentionally lied to his family 
about the disappearance of Hariet that time. 

6 shallow emotion 

(Martin claims that his happiness is when he 
kidnap, rape, torture, and kill girls or woman) 
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“You are a very ordinary little person, Mikael. You 
would not be able to  understand the godlike 
feeling of having absolute control over someone’s life 
and death.” (Larsson. 489 

The words in the quote above "You would not be 
Able to understand the Godlike feeling of having 
absolute control over someone's life and death." 
Martin certainly know what happy means, 
because of his statement, this is explain that 
martin has its own definition of happy beyond is 
reason from others thoughts in general. 
According to him, happy is when he can control 
one's life and death. Martin can feel happy but 
could not explain it the right way because martin 
has a different definition of happiness. 

7 Impulsive 

(Martin does not consider about his crime, he 
does not care if it is not social acceptable) 

“Of course my actions aren’t socially acceptable, but 
my crime is first and foremost a crime against the 
conventions of society. Death doesn’t come until the 
end of my guests’ visits here, after I’ve grown weary 
of them. It’s always so fascinating to see their 
disappointment.”(Larsson. 489) 

Psychopaths do not always have main reason to 
kill, because killing people such a passion that 
comes out by them from within. Therefore, they 
never consider the offense, what impact of 
killing. (RHare, 58). Martin know that his crime 
is not social acceptable but he keep doing that 
because he likes it 

8 poor behavioral controls 

(Martin’s mood changed easily) 

“Martin Vanger stared at Blomkvist for a long 
moment. Then he relaxed. He got up and wandered 
around the room, thinking. He threw the knife on the 
floor and laughed before he came back to face 
Blomkvist.” (Larsson.495) 

From the quotation above shows that martin’s 
feelings can change from angry move directly to 
a calm feeling, then laughed. This means that 
Martin could not control his own behavior. He 
can sometimes be very angry, but in an instant, 
he could be very nice. It has been already 
described by Hare, that psychopath cannot 
control his own feeling by an inmate, when the 

inmate asked if he ever lost his temper, the 
inmate deny that and say that he can control 
himself. This is the unusual thing for 
psychopath, because they really cannot control 
their temper or behavior (Hare, 60) 

9 need for excitement 

(Martin said killing and torturing girls or 
women are his hobby because he got 
excitement with that) 

The words “Those of us who murder for pleasure—
I’m not the only one with this hobby—we live a 
complete life”(Larsson 494) shows that killing and 
raping are is hobby. Martin called it ad his hobby 
since he likes doing that. Hobby is kind of some 
activities that people like to get rid of boredom 
or can make someone happy. However, for 
Martin it was the most he likes. He felt that he 
was get his pleasure by killing someone, 
especially when looking at a person that started 
begging him not to be killed. That moment is his 
favorite. 

10 lack of responsibility 

(Martin cannot be a good brother for Hariet) 

there is a quote that show how Martin cannot be 
a good brother for Hariet “I wanted to kill her. I 
thought about it…” (Larsson, 495) as a brother 
instead of take care of his sister, he wanted to kill 
her just because Hariet do not want to be like 
him or his father. He did not see Hariet as his 
sister, but seeing her as his prey. 

11 early behavior problems 

(His father teaches him how to kill women or 
girl when Martin still young) 

Character formation of children started when 
they were little, and they will mimic or imitate 
the actions in the environment around them. “He 
was the one who taught me. He initiated me 
when I was fourteen.” (Hare, 488) in early age, 
Martin should watch a pervert thing, crime, 
sexual thing, and learn about them. His own 
father taught him when he was on the puberty, 
where children begin to recognize sex and the 
opposite sex. We see in Freud's stage, where the 
child starts getting their pleasure when they 
were babies or Freud called it the infant, this 
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stage called as oral stage. They have a first 
experience touching the body of their mother 
when they suckle their mothers. Freud called this 
stage as the oral stage, where stage that start 
from 0-2 years old 

12 adult antisocial behavior 

(Martin admires and imitates his father and 
become like his father) 

Martin get first experience he killed and raped 
when she was underage. “He was the one who 
taught me. He initiated me when I was 
fourteen.”(Larsson, 488). When it was where he 
felt the joy of sex for the first time, so he wants to 
continue to do so. For Martin’s case, he did not 
do any crime. Martin is different from other 
psychopaths, Martin play its role in everyday life 
nicely because Martin is a well-known person in 
the area. So, Martin is able to maintain an 
attitude of criminal acts. Martin nicely keep his 
role in the surrounding environment, Martin 
looks very good at lying. Martin truly mimic 
what was his father taught, he received the 
lessons when he was in the puberty already 
know about sex and desire. 

 

2 THE REASON WHY MARTIN TEND 
TO CHOOSE WOMEN AS HIS VICTIMS 

 ID 

 

Gottfried taught and rapped Martin and he want 
Martin to be like him; hate women, rape and kill 
them. Therefore, his father brought Martin with 
him when he was fourteen to teach him. Martin 
just looked at his father and captured everything 
that his father did. In that time, as a child he 
should not look at that event. As a human, he 
must has something in his mind when he watched 
what his father did. His id, ego, superego was 

working at that time. As explained above, Id 
could be as desire, Martin wonder. 

The words “He was the one who taught me. 
He initiated me when I was fourteen.” (Larsson, 488) 
show how he got his first impression by raping 
and killing women. When he was saw that, his 
unconscious appears. Id is part of unconscious, 
like what Freud stated that unconscious push 
human to get their pleasure. When he was there, 
his Id pushes him to rape and kill but his father 
not let him to get his first victim. 
(http://webspace.ship.edu/cgboer/freud.html) 

When he was watching what his father 
did, he captured it and be ready to get his victim. 
Other part of his unconscious is the words “I was 
sixteen. It was the first time I had a woman. My father 
taught me. I was the one who strangled her” (Larsson, 
488) this is part of his unconscious, because when 
he got his first victim, he has sex desire that 
already he got when he was fourteen where his 
father let him to watch what he did. The other 
words that related to id is “I wanted to kill her. I 
thought about it, but I arrived too late. I couldn’t get 
over to the island.” (Larson, 495)  He wanted and 
thought to kill his own sister because he think 
Hariet, his sister, will tell about his crime to 
Henrik, his uncle. 

 
“You are a very ordinary little person, Mikael. You 

would not be able to  understand the godlike feeling 
of having absolute control over someone’s life and death.” 
(Larson, 488-489) 

 
After Martin finally has his first victim, he 

got his first impression about raping and killing 
women, he found his pleasure and his desire. The 
words “you would not understand the godlike 
feeling of having absolute control over someone’s 
life and death” shows that he find his pleasure by 
killing and raping women and become his hobby. 
Because by controlling someone’s life and death, 
he can rule his victims and it is makes him as if he 
praised. The words “…. It’s always so fascinating to 
see their disappointment.” (Larson, Stieg 489) show 
that his pleasure is when he comes to kill his 
victim after he raped his victim. When his victims 
begged him to let them go, that is the time when 
Martin feels like he own the world and makes 
him feel good. 
 

 
 EGO 

BEHAVIOR

ID, 
EGO,SUP
EREGO

INSTINCT



Martin’s Psychopathic Disorder In “The Girl With The Dragon Tatto” 

26 
 

Ego is to control and manage the id. 
However, it seems that Martin’s ego can’t control 
his desire, he found that rapping is a good thing 
by capturing what his father teach to him. Martin 
choose to follow what his father taught him, and 
take it as his duty. 

The words “I was sixteen. It was the first time I 
had a woman.” (Larson, 488) shows that it is 
Martin’s ego because he decided to be like his 
father. His sexual drives make him want to do 
what his father did.  He feels that sex, and the 
victim’s disappointment are something nice and 
he found good feeling by doing that. Finally, he 
got his first victim and he rape and kill the 
woman as what his father show him. 

 
“It’s a choice that I made. I could discuss the 

moral and intellectual aspects of what I do; we could 
talk all night, but it would not change anything. Try to 
look at it this way: a human  being is  a shell 
made of skin keeping the cells, blood, and chemical 
components  in place. Very few end up in the history 
books. Most people succumb and disappear without a 
trace.” (Larson. 494) 

 
The words “it’s a choice that I made” shows 

that Martin cannot control his ID and his ego for 
his desire and finally he decided to become serial 
rapist and murder like his father. When he make 
his own choice is the time when his ego work.  
The words “Try to look at it this way: a human 
being is a shell made of skin keeping the cells, 
blood, and chemical components in place. Very 
few end up in the history books. Most people 
succumb and disappear without a trace.” The 
words shows that to get his pleasure, he did not 
care about is victims. All he wants is just he can 
get his pleasure by his victims. He did not care 
about their life, about what have he done, he did 
not thing about true or false, he just follow his 
desire.  

“Those of us who murder for pleasure—I’m not 
the only one with this hobby—we live a complete life.” 
(Larsson,.494) 

 
 The words “those of us who murder for 

pleasure” shows that his ego is to rap and kill 
women to get his pleasure. He admitted that he 
loves to kill people because he found his pleasure 
through killing people. Besides he is a rapist and 
he has sex desire, he found his pleasure when his 

victims begging him to let them alive. That is 
makes him addicted to rap and kill women, it 
shows that he cannot control his ego. Other 
proves that shows it is an ego is the words “I’m 
not the only one with this hobby”. The word 
“hobby” means that he does his hobby when he 
has time to do that, it means he always do that. 
Ego drives him to do his hobby because he is 
somewhat addicted with killing and rapping 
people. Just like when we are addict with sport, or 
watch movie, that will become our hobby 

 
 SUPEREGO 

Martin’s hobby is killing and raping 
women, but as CEO in his corporation, he needs 
to hide his hobby or his crime to others, because 
everyone knows him. In this case, superego leads 
his behave to hide his crime. He is good in acting, 
everyone knows him as a good person because he 
is so friendly, and in fact, he is heartless and cold-
hearted person. When Mikael said that he is 
enjoying kill and torture women. Martin’s id is 
strong, that makes his ego cannot control it. When 
id leads his desire, his ego follows the id. As 
Freud said when id start to want something then 
ego would try to get what it wants. When it 
already to get what it want, it will drives it more 
to get something more and more to satisfy it and 
ego will found the object to satisfy it more. Like 
what Martin feel when he firstly saw his father 
rape and kill women, he has sex desire because of 
that. 

When id leads the desire, ego find the 
object to satisfy the id, comes the superego to look 
it in society life. There are two kinds of superego, 
first is conscience is as a warning to our bad 
behavior and the second one is the ego ideal.ego 
ideal is talks about bad feeling like pride, guilty, 
and shame.  

 “I don’t think so really. If I do an 
intellectual analysis of my condition, I’m more of a 
serial rapist than a serial murderer. In fact, most of all I 
am a serial kidnapper. The killing is a natural 
consequence, so to speak, because I have to hide my 
crime. (Larsson,.489) 

The words “The killing is a natural 
consequence, so to speak, because I have to hide 
my crime” it shows his superego is not work 
properly because he even didn’t think what will 
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the society think if  people start to know what he 
is doing. He chooses to kill the victims to hide his 
crime and he said that it is a natural consequence. 
it means he even did not feel guilty, shame, and 
pride. He really cannot control it, what he want 
just hide his crime because he will do that more 
and more over. If he let his victims alive, they will 
tell everybody about his crime. So there is no 
other way to keep their mouth unless he kill 
them, that’s why he called it as natural 
consequences.  

 
 “Of course my actions aren’t socially 

acceptable, but my crime is first and foremost a crime 
against the conventions of society. Death does not come 
until the end of my guests’ visits here, after I’ve grown 
weary of them. It’s always so fascinating to see their 
disappointment.” (Larsson,489) 

 
Another sign of superego is the words 

“Of course my actions aren’t socially acceptable” 
this quotation show the conscience because 
society will not accept Martin’s crime. He knows 
that his crimes aren’t social acceptable and it can 
be his warn that’s everything he did is something 
wrong but it’s really not a big problem for him 
because he just need to kill his victims to hide his 
crime so that no one will understand what he has 
done to those women.  

 
CONCLUSION 
  
 Based on the analysis in the previous 
chapters, there are two important conclusions 
drawn: that psychopath is created by the 
environment and the fact that Martin likes killing 
and rapping women. First, it is about Martin’s 
Psychopathic disorder, which begins when his 
father taught him, then he instantly chose to learn 
and be like his father. At first, his father let him 
learn by seeing his criminal acts, then he gave him 
the first victim and let him do everything alone. 
From that Martin get addicted by raping and 
killing. But as we know, we cannot call someone 
as a psychopath just because he or she kills 
people. Psychopath has its symptoms, and Martin 
has it all.  
 Behavior is influenced by the 
environment, especially family that always 
influences our behavior in a house. Martin 
became a sadistic killer because his father taught 
him how to rape and kill when he was under age 
where in Freud stage he still need to learn how to 
behave and create his own behavior. In the young 
age, a young boy who knows about sex and 

feeling horny, will probably tend to do more, 
watching videos about raping and killing by 
himself. That will make him want to know more 
about sex and want to try it. In this case, Martin 
did so. Killing and raping are his hobby, so he has 
his own trick to get prey.  When Martin got his 
first victim, he could do it well because that is 
what he wanted and waited for. That is why he 
was bragged by Mikael because he could do it 
better at the first time. Because of that, Martin 
found his pleasure in raping and killing, so that 
he called it as “hobby”. 
 From the novel, Martins acts show that he 
is a part of Psychopath sexual sadistic type. 
According to Robert D Hare theory, a psychopath 
becomes a psychopath when they have some 
symptoms of being a psychopath. Martin is 
sadistically torturing and killing his victims after 
he does kidnapping and raping them. He is a 
good looking person and a good talker. He feels 
that he is the best of the best. He is bragging his 
hobby. He has no feeling. Feeling empathyc, 
guilty, responsibility, liar, criminal, cannot control 
his emotion, and has early behavior problems. 
Those are the symptoms of a psychopath.  
 The other thing to highlight is the fact 
that Martin likes killing and raping women is 
because he cannot control his desire. Instinct leads 
people to behave. That is why Freud mentioned 
id, ego, superego that exist in human being in his 
theory. Id, ego, and superego are parts of human 
that can influence human’s act and behavior. 
Martin’s instinct is to get women to satisfy him. 
He is looking for the pleasure. Kidnapping, 
rapping, torturing, and killing, being his pleasure, 
are such a consequence of his choice, therefore he 
hide his crime. Martin’s Id lead him to be a 
psychopath. Besides his desire of sex is high, 
Martin find his pleasure in kidnapping, torturing. 
Killing becomes natural consequences to him, 
then he needs to hide his crime. As Freud said, Id 
can be considered as desire. The id works in 
keeping with the pleasure principle, which can be 
understood as a demand to take care of needs 
immediately.  
 Even though their motives are the same, 
but Martin’s way to torture, rape, kidnap, and kill 
are different with his father’s. Gottfried raped and 
killed women because he hated women, but 
Martin killed and raped women because he liked 
doing them. Like what he stated when Mikael 
asked him why he kills women, he said that it is 
his choice. Why he chooses women as his victims 
is because at the first time his father teaches him 
to rape and kill women. From that, he found his 
pleasure by rapping women and he got addicted 
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for that even he called his actions, as his hobby. 
Moreover, his victims mostly are immigrants, 
whore, and new arrivals. Martin really knows 
how to get his victims and choose someone that 
feels lonely or alone.  
 In conclusion, Martin can be said as 
psychopath that he killed and rapped women like 
new comers, immigrants, and whore. The victims 
mostly feel alone, as they do not know people 
around and they just come to that place. That is a 
new place for them and they have no friends. 
Even when they are disappeared, no one will look 
for them because they got no relations or friends 
there. Just like whore, no one treats them as a 
human. There would be no one will care about it 
even they are disappeared. 

.  
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