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The Representation of Literacy as Salvation in Peter Weir's Dead Poets Saciety
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ey refes not st 1o the capaciy 1o read

fors and be used for a variety of reasons, one of which
being salvation (NOmberger, 2013). Literacy
understood as a s of cogritive abiltes of reading and
witihg. The New Lteracy Study denies this oki
understanding and sees leracy i understood as & set of
social practces that include reading and writing, Because.
this s viewed with okl understanding, the ssue of
Hieracy i lterary works is generally overlooked by other
ik,

Weir was bor as eter Lindsay Welr on

August 21, 1984, in Sydney, New South Wel
Auxm\u ‘Austalian film directors and screenwiers are
for_their insightul _emotional dramas_that
ety sl chver i 2 e sl
background. He was a popular player i the resurgence of
Australan fimmaking and directed a number of well-

a5 a stagehand for a television network,in which he and
s conarkers would s  enterzinmen.
In 1569, he began ok e & camraran nd it
wealth Fim Unit, which vas.
suwor\ed bylhegovewv! .
ral fims diected and writ by him such as:
"Lt Sare (197 Homesale (95
Michael" Three o (o71), Incredible
Floridas (1972), Whatever Happened 1o Green
(1979), The Cars That Ate Paris (1974), Picnic
! agingRode (575 TheLast e (157 Calpll
(1981), The Year of Living Dangerously (1963), Wi
s Th Mosaut Coe (159 ead et srmzly
o, cven a0, P 50 T
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count
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amdspas n Pete Wi i P Haning Kok
(1975, basl on Joun Linisy's 1987 toe wih he
same file n 2013 olores m connecions between
o cuutes nd corurl e
Vicotan, seing. whh reerinces 1o Joan Lndsays
1 Picnic at Hanging Rock (1967) and Peter Weirs
fim adaptation of the novel (1975). The attetion of the
is of the fims fist fve scenes wil b
fascinating and horitying notion of scenic and human

ly and stay with us long after weve finished
readling the st page and seen th st scene.

o of previous studies use psychoanalysis, posts

osts modemism theory. In Joan

enic at Hanging Rock (1967)and the

Jures and cuburslsies

“This tudy will e the first which discuss about eracy
Salvation i Peter Weir's Dead Poets Society (Profie,
Ee

e first previous study s The Representation of
L o P ond Dorper 9%, i s Hrn
ter_an i 6) by Afyah

y

z
L
H

charctrs regard i 35 @ danger than s a power. This
study using New Litracy Stucis (NLS) heory. Only
Fary Potter sees lteacy & a source of power, n ths
cas, leracy' pover s reflced by the development of
o, h e 1 sodl s, and he dvclopren:
. Lteacy capitl, which alows Fany
xqulre o npu\ by applying faracy practices
it rongly relted to. leracy pover
4ngmnn mﬁ)

e i undentand oty i
om0 comra. e pavanly & s
rough a Lacanian reading of s redempt

s o Lacan Poychomaien sy
focused on the filn The Truman Show i partculr. The
essay concludes withan impossole question: ow far can
the fantasy of “really televiion® be  pushed?
(zgoznski, 2005,

In 2011 through the aricle entitked Escaping the
Panopticon: Utopia, Hegemony, and Perormance in
peter Weir's T Show by Dusty Lavoie

cter Weir's The Truman y
Showing how thinking about sacil places might help us
understand a

prisonelperformer. As a resul, we have an anbiguous,
postodem, dystopian piture of mass media and the
power that could be held through the act of watching
Lavoie, 2012

Previous research paperer was writen by
e o smd Comastmpeuhurllontnges

umnny i S!\lepmwrmm n Berty Smith's 4 Tree
in @16) by Dina Oktavie. This
e s e o Lt to analyze
Tow Wy b oty s oo o selcmrovrent
in A Tree Gows in Brookiyn. Literacy can take man
foms an b spled 01 3 vty ofcbctves,ane m

unen & setmroverent trougn e
Such as reading Deper The reprasinaion of
Tteracy, a5 well a ing transfoms Francie’s
ety ar among e resu s (ociavi, 215)
Furthermore, previous study is The Representations
of Literacy As Power Markus Zusak * § the Book Thisf
(utE) by Nur Adyanti. Following the New Lier
Study (NLS) theory., ths research explores how ler

is portayed in Markus Zusak The Book Thiel though
the acts of reading and writing, s welas how his novel
depicts the characers notions of power. The studies
reveal how lferacy events in The Book Thief
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portrayed as strength in many elements of a characters
e, a5 well a5 how tes can provide vared
nterpretatons of inteactions

charactes (Adyanti.

“The previous studies that discussed the above
similr_ssues all have their own perspective and
approach. All previous studies revealng lieracy as

wer and use theory New Literacy Studies (NLS). There
s 1o study which has a topic eracy as salvation. This

pover by various
2016)

the New Lieracy Study and studies of lieracy and
stengin as a core princiole eveal the
concepts of power among characers in this i, Lieracy
Weir's Dead Posts Society s represented
salvation in many elements of the lves of thecharacters.

support s there, the charecters uses

Iferacy in any aspect by writing poetry. Neil Pery i the
in character in Dead Poets Society who struggled with

standing up (0 his father 1o achieve his dream.

studies at Wellon Academy which he vas amiof h
academy and introduced (0 his students the community
calked i i

are meny problems suct
with

me 9 Number 1(2021)

process of representing sabvation in the.

wil be explained_according

saft

belonging,

s How lteracy has meny
impacts i Ife especialy teenagers. This masterpece by
Peter Weir depiced that leracy works {0 increase
citcal thinking and how lteracy self can help the
teenagers” e and read_poety. The
Students make a community named Dead Pots Saciety.
In_this community they Have lteracy event suc
writing and reading poets. This study wil use the topc of
Ieracy as a saation, The theory used i tillusing New
Lieracy Studies (NLS)(Sueet, 2003). The aim of this
research & 10 show how Neil Pertys character in Peter
Weirs Dead Poets Society depicted eracy e sabvation.

at the theortical kevel, fuure researchers are lkely 0
gain_from this research, especally those who are
interested i several works that rase the theme of
Tieracy. In this study i ako ppeced to increase publc

awareness aboul the importance of lteracy for
adolescents, which ditecty keads 1o the impact of
Tteracy. The

do ot support what they want. While teens have their
own intrests in sl tht they want 1o leam deeply. M
Keating a5 ther teacher in here teach
academic and scores but aka teaches a lo
values of e How they can be useful or themselves and
others.
W don tread and write poeiry becase s cute
Ve read and write poetry because we are
members ofthe human race. And the human race.
is filleg with passion. And the medicine, law,
b

02 better understanding of eracys effects
This sty focuses on the representaton of
1 on Peter Weirs Dead
dicussion on how lteracy works 35
a salation wil be diectly conveyed thiough Neil
aracters who have personal problems wih his parents.
This study will analyze the way leracy can help Neil
hiself and understand the meaning of Ife.
Tteracy deliered by characers in this fim ths study wil
analyze eracy prectice trough the characters trough the

necessary fo sustain lie. But poetry, beauty,
ce, love, these are what we stay alive

The abor & tken fo
Society . The story depicts the new English teacher at

Wekon Academy which have unique method for the
students. John Keating begins his kcture by reminding
the students that e & short and tht thy should seize
Je it count, leaving a legacy of "carpe

dien? It makes.the students_intrest wih the M.
ing. With ihis teaching method, students are very
intersted in the leaming provided by Keating_ Fom th

above quotaton explins that reading and writing poetry
has an’impact on human_ife. d wiing
activties are included in fteracy. more than
Just the abily to read and wri, it may 3o help vith
citical thinking, meking & an iportant skil for people
o have,

is
EH

METHOD.

b a ey study that employs a

psychological approach to erature. In particulr, this

Study aims 10 reveal how lteacy serves as healing and

leads Studies (MLS)
ractice is used as

H

reading end writng helps healing i concept of
psychology.
“The analyss is using lterary work fim as the

narations,
monologués

storyines,
by the characters 1o
feelings, and actons. It can be said

Poets
Society, a 1989 Amercan drama fikm diected by Peter

shape of many tatins,
conversations, or

explan thei idess,
thatthe study also employs  textualanalysis. Dead
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‘Weir and witten by Tom Schulen, s used n ths study.

the study are in the forms of monalogues and dilogues
betueen e chaactrs s wel s phases and setences
thatdescrie theplotand characteisat

o sovral s 10 calet e dit. The
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Literacy as saba

it o o h dscussion il fur ut
how lteacy can be a savation through actvts carried
out in his community called Dead Poets Saciely. Sharpen
wih lieracy practices including feading and writing
poery.

fist sep i findin
tht v ed 12 e o 1 0 e g

e second step tha
oy e 0 o 1 sty oy
the theory. Then finding the Iteracy aspect i this fimby
ine diloges. roobgues, and qotators. Th sy
will be uses The theory of New Literacy Studies 10
analyz ieracy a saation (et 208

DIsCUSSIoN
Literacy

n b

itscemed a5
1 e Gt ot I wihout st e aramas an

ner strongly
st st comgromie el e

personaly & no

frm e s Nt s s U st oot

o lstrate a person's process of foming

mnmy s e bcgound & o nd o
vl so that his father

about ey practices can be a salvation (o Nei's
character in Dead Poets Society. Nel s a student at
Academy. This school 5 a school that s wel-

known for s high dscipine and obeys o the motto of
“Traditon, Honor, Discpline and Prtense. New Englih
teachers changed theirperspective about every aspect n
e, The teacher Join Keating who s akso the Welton
s alurmi. The tesching method used by M.

il and his frends’ though s
fsming proes caid ou by Kesg. Frberore
they were given a new term. Carpe Diem, which means

"Gogs he Gey" n Englh and Pas since becom a new
ot in thr e Gpecly Todd, e s tesrer
among his frends_wh ecomes  brave,
oprses s heat ks m Keatigs mingset i
ahays inspires and suy

it b fg———

el towek
a heavy b e wanig o Geine i i and
S e sk 1 oppos s suottn
fther. But when he met M. Keating, i seemed e he
had found the rght model to describe what he should be
lie. He vias the fst 10 spark a comebick 10 revive the.
Dead Pogts Sociely a5 r escaping from the
prions of the schoolsystem and the derands of arents

process of achieving the position of Identity

M. Keating teaches his students to understand

o to gress and ek it 2
feason o fve. Thi & ane o John Keating's words:

Medicin, law, busines, engineering: these are

noble pursuits and necessary to sustain lfe. But

posry, beauty, romance,love:these are what .

the human race s filled with passion. “(Wel,

1989)
M Kaaingshmys vt N tdons o sy

are just gits. Bt they also have homones that are

ese acivties

s desie from the st
Not ony tht i he commanty, el ound what
wantedand Joined he theaio 3L i sehool

2 vl e stfaton it olovs

(Muray, Michzel ). and e analysis
e & sndestaod not 1 ey of sy oot
elps hclingfrom xisting problem.

Keatngs niaionmaybe e o hem'obe more

. who i described 35

vn i, oy cou ot hlp bt folow nis eart
t

And most impotantly, these young people leam about
1 1 dormony st aguains, s out nt
rue meaning of r Weir a5
15 Socely i for
e

generaton. That the old s
almost ahveys at odds with the young.

Dead Pocis Society is a poery reading chib
iniiated by Keating when he was a the academy. A chib
that i ilgal and banned in the academy. Thi ciub vas
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contnued by Keating’s stugents lter such as Neil Prry,
Todd Anderson, Chare Dalton, Knox Oversieet, etc
“They all often hold their meetings in a cave located ot
far from th

necav,oe by o Neland fencs it 0
fom a space where thy could sl s

Nurter 1 (021)

im0 convey his inner ity that has been unabl to
be expressed.
Wiiing poetry s the next Ieracy ectiviy at

Knox. He creates a poem n the effort to win the heart of
someone he likes, Chirs. Knox s a member of the Dead
i S, wih bk . Kt ot he spnds

ey most of his . s ginrend
Uit ek i oo . Despte e s bulling b Chet,
something new. Through the drama Neil s 10 actualze  Mr. Teachings Keating provides i the strength (o ook
imsel in the charactr he plays. Bt more hen that the up i e are show that leracy can bring
Kids ty 10 give meaning (0 the fves they lad each day of  happinss.
the monotony and rues that strangle ader

I the fim Dead Poets Socie see how
Neil Perrys parents demanded thei son graduate and  CONCLUSION
st medea o, ek e b s fber Literacy

foing any actvities deemed 1o intefere wilh
e st Nel s rever g tn i b

s a sahation for several characers,
especally thecharacter of Nell Per
conducted reading and witing poerms

O spae 0 dowhtevee e ware. e e oy e Socey ety 8t Wallon Acwry. Frt, e
nis st Tound out that rod Anderson
e s i agan n actviles hat wer deey chaatrwhichi sy o b s ontena s e
useless, and took an  ultinatum o tak about s amety n front of meny people,
Ceaninion on s st Nel ol had e pecly 10, s o Tho he. e oty
stength 1o refuse by maintaiing his 1ole of doing it became & medium for Knoxs character n devoting is
S, 1 st hat e of s itfor  heart to someone he loves. Moreover, and

the second time and geting 2 harsher waring to change.
schaos, he nces a moratorim condition where
e commATent 1 stk 1 1 cecilon 0 tacone
an actor s weske
iy v st e n pressre vas
on and e did not have the abilty 10 resst s faters.
diection, he vas influenced by the opening poem of the
Dead Poets Society communi
T went 1o the woods hecause 1 wished 10 live
dllbaratly. o ront only te esental tacts of
lie, and sec if | could not learn what it had to
\each and el whn I came o i, izt it
e e e 100
“This piece of poelry imples that when Neil i unable to
sl ol s e n s hys n he shasow
ofthe schol ystemard pr
i DcadPortsSoietyve can s how
Nl Perys e Gunded hk son arde and
attend medical school Neil was profibied by his fther
from doing any 4 10 interfre with hi
academic aciviie. Neil v never given the lightestbit
of space 0 do whatever he wanted. He hes to bury dee
i drears a5 an actor. AL the end of thefilm Dead Poss
Socey. one of Kesngs sudenc

heater. are y of healing
o the probes he faced. Nei can- develop an
become. omething that really suits his
inteests and alents even though at the st he vas

be ther vanted and was not

wed 1o be a actor
oy, they o say it
previously unsaid in their
dam Neb s o acunln el i th aharactet e
e han that, the boys ty to gve meaning to
e monctonous and resiritve daly e they e at

Welton -t Society, e cen seeow.
NPy parers derang ht 1k son gracustesnd
study medicine. Neil wa i ather 10 do
any st o, onsierd o nerore with N

el s never given the slihtest
o 48 oheeue b w1 od 0 by deip v
i aclor. Until fnally_committed sukcide

because of fustation wih the rstrains of his parens.
Bt ne g s Ironan,Ned mnaged 1 o vl he
wanted before

swdy have

Nov, i be
presematon of ey os s

discussed
Dead

ot and et ves ettt e s s,
Anderson, unike Neil Pert' lieracy as

d i availbh
did not cover other epresentations
salalon, 1 sty opns up sever posiies for

e et that this work
Ttratur, proviies soverl vidonces on th opc leracy

appears t0 be unable to exress his desies i font o i use my analys
confdence in pubic speaking after of fteracy in Dead Poets Society, such as teracy.

being invted 0 fad his own poety i font of the s

Nl deci 10 Todd and encourage himto  futurerse: e the fac

defend Tood s oned th Dead Pous Sucety

to develon v in

it
Todes oy v ony oo, bk sk vy for
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