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Abstrak  

Studi ini membahas bagaimana pengemis internet dan penyiksaan hewan digambarkan dalam siaran 

langsung di TikTok. Penelitian ini juga mengeksplorasi respon penonton dari tayangan siaran langsung 

Ryan Baldock Martin dengan menggunakan pendekatan kajian budaya. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk 

mengetahui efek samping dari live streaming TikTok: Internet Panhandling dari mata penonton dan 

reaksi terhadap live streaming Ryan Baldock Martin. Teori Julian Steward, Lawrence Grossberg dan 

Stuart Hall berfungsi sebagai kajian budaya: Kajian Budaya Ekologis, Sirkuit Budaya dan Penerimaan 

Penonton. Dari rangkaian teori budaya Lawrence Grossberg, penulis hanya menggunakan dua dari lima 

unsur yaitu representasi dan identifikasi. Sedangkan teori Stuart Hall, dapat diklasifikasikan menjadi 

tiga kategori yaitu pembacaan dominan, negosiasi, dan oposisional. Penelitian ini menggunakan metode 

kualitatif dengan pendekatan teori rangkaian budaya dan resepsi khalayak. Penulis mengamati dan 

mengidentifikasi penelitian ini dengan tanggapan penonton TikTok di dalam komentar dan video reaksi 

oleh Ryan Baldock Martin. Hasil dari penelitian ini adalah pendapat penonton dapat menyoroti bahwa 

live streaming Ryan Baldock Martin dapat merusak citra TikTok, citra pembuat konten, dan pengaruh 

buruk pengguna media sosial. 

Kata kunci: Pengemis media sosial, TikTok, siaran langsung, penyiksaan hewan 

 
Abstract 

This study discusses how internet panhandling and animal abuse depicted in TikTok live streaming. 

This study also explores the viewer’s respond from Ryan Baldock Martin live streaming using a cultural 

study approach. This study aims to find a side effect from TikTok live streaming: Internet Panhandling 

from the viewers’ eyes and reaction to live streaming Ryan Baldock Martin. Julian Steward, Lawrence 

Grossberg and Stuart Hall theory serve as theoretical cultural studies: Ecological Cultural Study, Circuit 

of Culture and Audience Reception. From circuit of culture theory by Lawrence Grossberg, the author 

only using two from five elements there are representation and identification. While theory by Stuart 

Hall, can be classified into three categories there are dominant, negotiated, and oppositional reading.  

This study using a qualitative method approached circuit of culture and audience reception theory. The 

author observing and identifies this study with viewers’ respond TikTok whose comment section and 

stich videos by Ryan Baldock Martin. The result of this study conducts that viewers’ opinion can be 

highlight that live stream of Ryan Baldock Martin can damage the image of TikTok, image of content 

creator, and bad influence to social media users. 

Keywords: Internet Panhandling, TikTok, live streaming, animal abuse 

 

 

INTRODUCTION  

Based on Brounstein, et al (2018) explain the internet 

panhandling or cyber begging is a method of requesting 

money. They create content in the form of writing, images, 

videos, and live streaming. The content they create 

contains compassion to get sympathy from viewers. It is 

called "an action" to get help from viewers because they 

feel sorry for knowing their condition. Some people have 

gotten so wealthy by begging that they have bought buses 

and mansions, yet they always present themselves as 

destitute in order to elicit compassion from the 

general public (David et al., 2009).  

Internet begging is the act of begging in the 

digital or virtual world by approaching strangers 

and requesting money or other necessities. A 

website called cause posts pleas for donations or 

other needs. Those who panhandle are frequently 

included in the "dangerous class." (Lankenau, 

1999). Since the beginning of time, no human has 

ever had access to all they require for survival. 

People who are unable to achieve their 
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fundamental needs exist in every tribe, location, and 

community for a variety of causes, including but not 

limited to poverty. In other instances, some residents 

actually do not like the beggars and treat them like inferior 

human beings. Some people beg others who could be more 

inclined to help when they are unable to achieve their 

desired needs at the appropriate moment and there could be 

serious implications for the delay. 

Social media can be roughly defined as a collection of 

interactive Internet apps that enable the creation, curation, 

and sharing of user-generated content (either individually 

or collaboratively) (Lutkevich, 2010). They consist of 

YouTube, Instagram, Facebook, Friendster, Wikipedia, 

dating websites, Craigslist, recipe sharing websites (such 

as all-recipes.com), and dating websites. All social media 

platforms have the qualities listed above, but they also 

differ from one another in a number of ways. Based on K. 

Kang, et al (2020) explained that live anchors might buy 

likes and fans to expand their impact, one should be wary 

of their credibility. Particularly, the architectures, 

structures, norms, and user bases of platforms frequently 

vary. People in this era are busy becoming content creators 

on social media TikTok. Besides being fun, it turns out that 

it makes them get jobs and income from the content they 

create, easily and instantly. Workers, children to adults, 

even the old ones are competing to create interesting 

content and that creates too many negative results. The 

negative one is becoming ‘an Internet Panhandler’. The 

author will review more in the case of Internet Panhandling 

on the live streaming in TikTok platform.  

A brand-new business model called live streaming has 

arisen in recent years. Through live streaming services, 

anchors display their skills and engage with viewers in real 

time. By giving the anchor gifts and money, fans support 

them. The anchor and platform parted in equal halves. Live 

shows, live games, and live commerce currently rule 

webcasting. The purpose of TikTok's live streaming 

service is to complement existing live streaming platforms 

rather than to replace them (Hu, 2020). The desire for 

connection between users and fans is the fundamental 

driver behind the live streaming feature of short video 

services. Live streaming can facilitate direct 

communication between Daren and their audience, 

strengthening their bond with them.  

In this context Steward offer ground for understanding 

the Ecological Perspective Theory. Development of 

individual characteristic because of their environment and 

other reason is definition of ecology perspective. For the 

supporting finding the result, the author use theory from 

Lawrence Grossberg and Stuart Hall. In this context 

Lawrence Grossberg and Stuart Hall offer ground 

for understanding the characteristics of cultural 

study in social media and audience reception. 

Cultural studies have been characterized as 

"radical contextualization" by Lawrence 

Grossberg, an American cultural studies 

practitioner who trained under Stuart Hall at the 

Birmingham Centre. This means that it must 

examine a cultural site, text, practice, or item from 

as many perspectives and settings as you can in 

order to fully comprehend how it functions. Larry 

Grossberg and Stuart Hall made the circuit of 

capital concern to cultural studies. Comprehend 

how a site/text/practice/object functions in terms 

of production, consumption, identity, regulation, 

and signification and, crucially, how each of these 

elements of culture relates to, co-constructs, and 

is a part of all the others (dos Santos & Foley, 

2017). The writer can understand how the circuit 

of capital breaks culture down into five 

component elements. The Circuit of Culture can 

be used as a framework and modified for a 

detailed study of culture, however there are no 

"neat fits" because consumer beliefs and 

behaviours cannot be identified from examination 

of the objects or behaviours themselves (Leve, 

2012). Stuart Hall provided an explanation of 

audience reception, including how individuals are 

divided into different groups based on how they 

react to the evolution of a time and an object. 

According to Stuart Hall, the theory of ideology 

aids in understanding how a specific set of ideas, 

in Gramsci's sense, come to dominate the social 

thinking of a historical bloc, aids in bringing that 

bloc together, and aids in preserving that bloc's 

dominance and leadership over society as a 

whole. In cultural studies, the idea of audience 

reception is crucial. It can refer to the dominance 

of other nations by a dominant nation with its 

unique set of beliefs or ideologies, as well as the 

dominance of other social classes in a society by 

a dominating class with its specific set of beliefs 

(Espiritu, 2011). 

Then, using culture as a term, one may 

analysis how social media operates, which 

"provide rich and varied environments for 

interactional encounters and exchanges between 

increasingly interconnected networks of users." 

Because internet panhandling, which is 

widespread worldwide, actually needs a reaction 
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from TikTok users, the Stuart Hall theory of audience 

reception lends great support to this study (Sandel & Ju, 

2019). It is clear from their comments whether they 

vehemently oppose Internet panhandling or the other way 

around. This is highly concerning given the current 

climate, particularly the economics, which encourages a 

new generation of "easy money makers." Future economic 

growth is greatly benefited by methods that truly do not 

harm other people, but if it is the other way around, it will 

breed a new generation of lazy individuals who enjoy 

begging for money and other things. There are many things 

that must be studied, especially Internet Panhandling/cyber 

begging on social media live streaming. Social media does 

not clamp down on workers, but is used by marginalized 

groups to sell their things that do not educate society. The 

research gap is the phenomenon of panhandling is 

increasingly widespread in society, especially social media 

users. This triggers unrest and has the potential to affect 

young people so that it can bring up statements that you 

don't have to work hard, but if you become a content 

creator who smells like Internet panhandling, you will get 

money easily. Often times people will do outrageous way 

to money beggars in internet. For examples people would 

abuse of natural resources and animal abuse. 

Abuse of natural resources as well as animal abuse has 

been commonly used amongst internet influencers in 

several platform. These abuses are ways for people to 

climb the social ladders on social media. This phenomenon 

is often discussed in Ecology Perspective field. Literary 

ecology focuses attention on the relationship between 

literature and environment as a representation of how a 

literary work is born. Ecological perspective talk about the 

individual who grow up depends on their environment. But 

This thesis used Ecological Perspective Theory to analyse 

Ryan Baldock Martin as a creator in TikTok platform who 

doing internet panhandling contain animal abuse in it. The 

ecological systems theory developed by Steward is one of 

the most widely recognized theories explaining how is 

social causes affect human development. According to this 

belief, growing up has an impact on every aspect of the way 

individual live. Ideas, feelings, and preferences are 

influenced by how individual interact with others. The 

individual will change if their surroundings do. 

Their identity will undoubtedly change if you relocate to a 

place with a distinct culture. If their social role within one 

of the five systems changes, the same thing may take place.  

The author correlate Ryan Baldock Martin videos 

about internet panhandling and ecological perspective 

because Ryan is an individual who have ideas that impact 

his social live. He also as a creator in TikTok platform who 

share his ideas about internet panhandling and animal 

abuse can be influenced the viewers. People who 

watched his live stream will be have a character 

same as Ryan do because just doing internet 

panhandling and doing with exaggerated thing 

will get famous and make money easily. He 

always wears the sea animal like octopus, fish, 

lobster on his head as an accessories. According 

to Ryan, wearing those animals truly make his 

videos get a controversial but at the same time 

those videos getting popular because it is out of 

mind and contain animal abuse. But things like 

this are rare and not much researched in literary 

research and cultural studies, therefore the writer 

needs to research this. In order to add to the 

scientific repertoire and to make people aware that 

this is a serious problem that must be investigated. 

 

METHOD 

Research method in this study show Internet 

panhandling and animal abuse depicted in TikTok 

live streaming by Ryan Baldock Martin. The 

primary data in this study is based on videos by 

Ryan Baldock Martin and secondary data is 

observing viewers’ comment. The author use five 

videos from Ryan and each video is 

approximately five minutes long. All videos 

contain internet panhandling and animal abuse. 

The secondary data from twenty one viewers’ 

comment in Ryan’s videos that contain pro and 

contra with Ryan do in his videos.  

The author uses four steps for identifying and 

observing this subject. First, watch videos or live 

stream by Ryan Baldock Martin. Second, take a 

screen record Ryan’s videos that contain internet 

panhandling. Third, analysing animal abuse from 

Ryan videos analyse with Steward theory. Fourth, 

break down Grossberg theory how he doing 

internet panhandling. And the last, classifying the 

viewer’s comment using Stuart Hall theory.  

Data analysis in this research done by observe 

Ryan’s videos in his TikTok account, 

@ryan_m93. The author watching and take a 

record Ryan’s video live stream. After watching 

Ryan’s videos, the author analyze and break down 

with three theories. Ryan’s videos depicted with 

animal use Ecological Cultural Study and how 

Ryan’s doing internet panhandling use circuit of 

culture with production and consumption 

elements. The author also observed the viewers’ 

comment in Ryan’s videos use Audience 

Reception Theory with classify to three category 
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there are dominant, negotiated, and oppositional reading.  

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

1. Representation Animal Abuse of Ryan's Videos: 

Ecological Cultural Studies by Steward 

Ryan with his videos live stream contain internet 

panhandling and animal abuse. Live streaming is nowadays 

culture in social media platform and Ryan as a subject find 

his favourite hobby being live streamer in TikTok 

platform. According to J. Steward (1980) the Ecological 

Cultural Study about animal abuse is a component of 

ecological system theory that focuses on how cultural 

elements affect human development, such as 

socioeconomic status, wealth, poverty, and ethnicity. Live 

streaming in TikTok in nowadays is a platform that creator 

can make money in it.  

  

The first viewer comment: "quite disrespectful that your 

claiming a dead octopus to be Ur bff, that octopus is dead 

and it can still feel pain from seeing you" @mred.37 

 

The second viewer comment: "Someone tell me where they 

live!! They're animal abusers  and most of you are 

supporting this" @_sun_goddess_ 

 

From those comments, Ecocriticism as an Interdisciplinary 

from Ryan Baldock Martin attitude relevant with his 

personal traits and behaviour. Personality traits or 

personality traits are characteristics that are consistent and 

relatively stable in behaviour, attitudes, and the way a 

person responds to certain situations. Personality traits are 

internal aspects of individuals that include how they think, 

feel and act. personality is the dynamic organization within 

the individual of those psychophysical systems that 

determine his unique adjustment to this environment. 

 

The third viewers’ comment: “This TikTok 

creators has literally been using dead  animals to 

promote their TikTok live stream. Not only this looks 

disturbing but highly disrespectful who dies for this 

entertainment. That’s not cool that’s not okay what is 

wrong with you Ryan? When I saw this happening I said to 

that creators TikTok live stream and I asked him to stop 

exploited and then he immediately blocked me. That’s 

 the fucked up world we live in today. People think 

that all they are fish and octopus.  But don’t realize that 

those animals play a part in” @gemistarr 

That comment is from the person who saw Ryan 

Baldock Martin live stream and said to stop exploiting the 

animals but surprisingly she had a blocked by Ryan 

Baldock Martin. He always blocked people who 

disturb his behaviour in live streaming. Based on 

J. Steward (1997) explained that Ecological 

validity refers to the extent to which the 

environment experienced by the subjects in a 

scientific investigation has the properties it is 

supposed or assumed to have by the investigator. 

Ryan thinks that doing animal abuse for the 

content make it viral and booming. But in the 

other hand, that is so ridiculous to do moreover he 

do it in live streaming.  

 

2. Representation Ryan's Videos Depicting 

Internet Panhandling: Circuit of Culture by 

Grossberg 

 This study find production in Ryan 

Baldock Martin’s videos live stream in TikTok. 

What does this look like? How is it represented? 

How do Martin work? His account itself can also 

be seen to be a cultural phenomenon because it 

works through social aspect and representation. 

The act of producing directly and logically 

implies the prospect of consumption and the 

existence of consumer. In the context of this study 

the notion of ‘consumer’ is extended to include 

viewers through certain representational side. 

According to Grossberg (1997) Primarily, culture 

is concerned with the production and the 

exchange of meanings the 'giving and taking of 

meaning between the members of a society or 

group. 

Figure 1 (Ryan wear dead octopus in 

supermarket) 

 

This time he put a dead octopus on his head. With 

this brilliant action, many minimarket visitors felt 

“Is this guy okay?”. Even when Ryan gave the 

minimarket waiter a dance, it was very awkward 

and not funny at all. Instead, Ryan looks like a 

crazy bum looking for attention and asking for 
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money. By starting conversations through the employment 

of dramatic strategies, which author refer to as panhandling 

repertoires, panhandlers are able to avoid being treated like 

a nonperson (Lankenau, 1999). 

 

Figure 2 (Ryan smear his head with chocolate) 

 

Behind Ryan, there is a film with a list of requests for 

viewers based on the presents they gave. Ryan will be 

content to follow the viewer's lead. In order to facilitate the 

viewers' wants and enable them to provide gifts in response 

to the requests made, Ryan intends to provide a list of 

demands. Ryan will harm himself in increasingly extreme 

ways the more you give him. Let's use the "Car" and "Lion" 

gifts as an example. You can see there that Ryan will pour 

ketchup on his head if viewers donate a "Car" gift. The 

price of the "Car" gift is 109 dollars, or 1.647.000 rupiah. 

Ryan will do or pour anything the viewers instruct him to 

do if they offer the "Lion" gift. The value of the "Lion" gift 

is 499 dollars or 7.499.750 rupiah. 

 

Figure 3 (Ryan smear his head with honey) 

 

Ryan plays with the viewers' emotions while live 

broadcasting, in addition to doing extravagant things and 

fulfilling viewer requests. He always does that when 

streaming live and uploading videos. He excels at piquing 

people' interest in what Ryan will do during the live stream. 

The cunning thing about Ryan is that he always posts 

videos on TikTok as spoilers by utilizing his one secret 

phrase: "Every time someone joins my live, I have to..." 

For the audience, that sentence is not typical. They will be 

fascinated and wonder if Ryan really would act in 

such a foolish and repulsive manner. 

 

3. Viewers’ Respond to Internet Panhandling: 

Audience Reception by Stuart Hall 

a. Dominant Reading 

In this position, the audience will accept the 

dominant meaning, and consider further to agree 

with it as a whole (Kristi, 2017). Stuart Hall stated 

"the audience will accept the message in general, 

but will refuse to implement it if there is a 

difference with the culture and values held". 

The fourth viewers’ comment: "Oomg!!!!!so 

exciting! I can't wait!! This is so much fun!!! I 

called in sick today so I could join your live!!Im 

really blessed!! @d_con_19 

 Comment from @d_con_19 indicating 

that he was looking forward to Ryan Baldock 

Martin live streaming. Even this one viewer is 

willing not to attend an activity just to watch 

Ryan's live broadcast. According to Livingstone 

S. (1998) the audience then ceases to be 
something that people may or may not be a 

member of and whose peculiar ways must be 

uncovered and instead becomes a shorthand 

means of referring to ways in which people stand 

in relation to one another. 

 

b. Negotiated Reading 

 In this position, the audience will accept 

the dominant meaning, and consider further to 

agree with it as a whole (Kristi, 2017). Stuart Hall 

stated "the audience will accept the message in 

general, but will refuse to implement it if there is 

a difference with the culture and values held". 

regarding the demand for marriage due to the age 

factor has a contradiction with one's perception, 

he is not entirely to blame because of several 

considerations. From Ryan's social media there is 

nothing that shows viewers' being in the 

negotiated reading category. There are only two 

types of Ryan's viewers, likes and dislikes. 

Nothing is in between these two types. 

 

c. Oppositional Reading 

In this position, the audience does not have 

harmony in interpreting the impressions projected 

by the media. According to Espiritu (2011) 

Audiences have conflicting thoughts and 

perceptions, and completely reject messages and 

meanings in media content. For example, when a 

value or message that is broadcast is contrary to 
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someone's ideals, and he also expressly rejects that value. 

  

The fifth viewers’ comment: " Like u think if u told your 

parents or really anyone that this is what u do for clout or 

a living they’d be proud or happy for you? Cause this is so 

weird n sad what ppl do for clout. Like maybe tried being 

funny or artistic. But no let just not blink n put fish n other 

gross shi our heads. That’ll do it. Hope you’re rlly happy 

with your life" @marina._.shover 

 

She seems to look really fed up with the content 

created by Ryan. According to @marina._.shover, the 

content that was created was very embarrassing and sad. 

What do their parents and those closest to them think when 

they see the video that Ryan made? Because the video is 

really not educational and useful for people who watch it. 

 

The sixth viewers’ comment: "no I'm deff happy but 

seeing you do dumb weirdo  shit makes me angry, 

sorry but you did this to me..I just can't understand why ppl 

are  like this..I studied some of your videos and man u 

should get therapy. that's all"  @marina._.shover 

 

From oppositional reading the author got seven 

comments from viewers which showed a contra side to 

Ryan's content. Many of them are fed up because Ryan 

does things that are not educational and useful for the 

viewers who watch his actions on live streaming. Dirty, 

unclear, useless, wasting the food, committing acts of 

beggars are things that many people don't like. 

 

CONCLUSION 

After analyzing Ryan’s video contain with animal 

abuse, it can be concluded that he is an individual who do 

internet panhandling with the animal abuse content. This 

phenomenon getting famous in social media especially 

TikTok cause Ryan doing live streaming contain internet 

panhandling with animal abuse. Ryan designed his live 

streaming with put ketchup and sea animals in order to get 

viewers’ attention. This could be unexpected phenomenon 

in nowadays cause the purpose of Ryan job here is just to 

get more money easily without getting work outside. The 

result is find Steward Ecological Perspective find that Ryan 

Baldock Martin have an individual development with 

cause by culture, economic system, social norms, and 

political system.  
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