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Abstrak  

Menulis adalah salah satu ketrampilan yang harus dipelajari oleh para siswa dalam mempelajari bahasa 

Inggris sebagai bahasa asing. Namun, proses mengajar menulis yang masih monoton membuat para siswa 

merasa bosan dan tidak dapat mengungkapkan ide mereka di kelas. Guru seharusnya memotivasi siswa 

dengan teknik atau media yang menyenangkan. Oleh karena itu, penerapan komik sebagai media di kelas 

dapat merangsang imajinasi dan kreatifitas siswa sehingga mereka dapat memperoleh ide yang lebih luas 

untuk membuat tulisan yang baik, terutama dalam teks naratif. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menjawab 

pertanyaan penelitian yaitu: (1) bagaimana penerapan komik sebagai media dalam mengajar menulis teks 

naratif? Dan (2) bagaimana hasil tulisan para siswa setelah penerapan komik sebagai media? Penelitian ini 

berbentuk deskriptif kualitatif. Subyek dari penelitian ini adalah kelas sepuluh SMAN 1 Ngimbang. 

Peneliti menggunakan lembar pengamatan, catatan lapangan, dan hasil tulisan siswa sebagai instrumen. 

Data diperoleh dari pengamatan selama penerapan komik sebagai media dan dari tugas hasil tulisan siswa. 

Setelah melakukan pengamatan di SMAN 1 Ngimbang, peneliti mendiskripsikan dua hasil. Hasil pertama 

memperlihatkan bahwa penerapan komik sebagai media dalam mengajar menulis teks naratif untuk kelas 

sepuluh SMAN 1 Ngimbang dapat dimengerti dan berjalan baik. Kemudian hasil kedua memperlihatkan 

bahwa hasil tulisan siswa menjadi lebih baik dalam tiap tugas. Sebagai kesimpulan, komik dapat digunakan 

sebagai media dalam mengajar menulis teks naratif. Komik dapat merangsang para siswa untuk meperoleh 

ide dalam karangan naratif mereka dan juga dapat memotivasi mereka untuk menjadi lebih aktif dalam 

proses pembelajaran.   

Kata Kunci: komik,media, menulis, teks naratif 

  

Abstract 

Writing is one of the skills which should be learned by students in learning English as a foreign language. 

Yet, the process of teaching writing is still monotonous which makes the students feel bored and cannot 

express their ideas in the class. The teacher should motivate the students with an interesting technique or 

media. Hence, the implementation of comic strips in the classroom as a media can stimulate the students’ 

imagination and creativity so that they can obtain greater ideas in order to make a good composition, 

especially in narrative text. This study would answer the research questions which had been stated. Those 

were: (1) how is the implementation of comic strips as media in teaching writing narrative text? And (2) 

how are the students’ composition after the implementation of comic strips as media in teaching narrative 

text? This research was descriptive qualitative. The subject of this research was the tenth grader of SMAN 

1 Ngimbang. The researcher used observation sheet, field notes and students’ writing task as the 

instrument. The data were obtained from the observation during the implementation of comic strips as 

media and the students’ writing narrative task. After doing the observation which is held in SMAN 1 

Ngimbang, the researcher described two results. The first result showed that the implementation of comic 

strips as media in teaching writing narrative text to the tenth graders of SMAN 1 Ngimbang was 

understandable and going well. Then, the second result showed that the students’ composition was getting 

better in every task. In conclusion, comic strip could be used as media in teaching writing narrative text. 

Comic strip could stimulate the students to get the ideas for writing their narrative text and also could 

motivate them to become more active in learning process. 
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INTRODUCTION 

English has become International language that 

influences many aspects of life all over the world. So it 

demands Indonesian students to be able to master English 

in order to compete with others. The language skills to be 

achieved are divided into two parts of language function, 

namely, oral and written English as a means of 

communication. In this case, listening and speaking are 

oral language; reading and writing are written language. 

However, for the students, the written one is the most 

difficult skill of language. 

Conventional teaching method has made the students 

less motivated to learn English in the classroom 

(Harmer, 2004:9). The teachers usually explain the 

lesson using textbook, then ask the students to do the 

exercises follows. The teachers underestimate the urge 

because of a lack of understanding of the writing 

process and what children do in order to control it. 

There is no motivation to make the students dare to 

involve actively in learning teaching process. Students 

may feel reluctant and threatened by a blank piece of 

paper and a request to write a story about a given topic. 

Writing is a tool to help the teachers teach writing 

skills. So, the teacher must create the subject interesting 

in order to make the students study the subject easily. 

Based on Harmer (2004) teachers should be able to select 

appropriate text and use media to create fun activities so 

that students can study the subject successfully. To select 

the appropriate texts, the teacher must consider the 

characteristics of the students, which directly related to 

the learning process. Depdiknas (2006:5) Indonesia has 

English Standard Competence to guide teachers to teach 

writing. English Standard Competence puts the form of 

narrative, descriptive, spoof, recount, procedure, report, 

news item, anecdote, exposition, explanation, discussion, 

commentary, and review as genres which have to be 

taught in the classroom. According to this statement, the 

students are introduced narrative genre at the first time. It 

is due to consideration that narrative genre will 

encourage the students’ interest especially, that concern 

with one’s personal experience or fantasy story. 

Furthermore teachers should be creative and be able 

to use the appropriate media in teaching writing narrative 

text. According to Anderson (1997:6), narrative text is a 

piece of text which tells a story and it aims to inform the 

reader and the listener. Narrative text is divided into 

several examples, such as legend, myth, folktales, and so 

on. In addition, the story of narrative brings short 

message for the readers thus at the same time it gives 

social message that can build students’ motivation. So, 

narrative genre is the most appropriate one to be taught 

by using comic strips.  

The use of comic strips as teaching media in writing 

narrative class is important. In the writing process, comic 

strips give advantages in the prewriting stage. Prewriting 

is considered as an important stage in writing process 

because most students face the difficulties in starting the 

writing process, which is in generating the ideas into 

composition. Edmunds (2006) stated that comic strips 

enable students to identify the elements of a story through 

the presented visual and dialogues. They consist of 

enough words and expression that can help students to 

construct sentences. They also provide contextual clues 

to the meaning of written narrative. In line with that, 

Vukoja (2005) states that through the use of comic strips 

in prewriting activity, students can explore the structural 

devices of the story (plotlines, character development, 

setting, and theme). Moreover Fay (2009) states that the 

reason of using comics in the classroom is because of 

their visual appeal, efficiency, and power of message. 

Therefore, it will be easier for the students to learn about 

narrative text. 

Drawing upon the discussion above, research that 

investigates the implementation of comic strips as media 

in teaching writing narrative text is needed to conduct. In 

this study, the discussion of the implementation of comic 

strips in teaching narrative text will be focused on how is 

the implementation of comic strips and the effects on the 

students’ composition after being taught by using comic 

strips.  
 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

The research methodology is used to describe how the 

researcher found the result of this study. The research 

methodology discusses the research design, subject of the 

study, setting of the study, data of the study, research 

instrument, data collection technique, and data analysis. 

This research was designed based on descriptive 

qualitative research. It described the implementation of 

comic strips as media in teaching writing narrative text 

for the tenth graders of senior high school. The data were 

analyzed and described by the researcher in the form of 

words, phrases, or sentences. The purpose of this study 

was to describe how the implementation of comic strips 

as media to teach writing narrative text and to know the 

students’ writing composition toward the implementation 

of comic strips as media. 

The subject of the study was X-6 at SMAN 1 

Ngimbang. It was located in Jl. Raya Kecamatan 

Ngimbang Kabupaten Lamongan. This research was 

conducted in the classroom where the teacher has 

implemented comic strips as media to teach writing 

narrative text. 

The researcher used observation sheet, field notes, 

and students’ writing task in order to collect the data. 
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These data were expected to answer the question in the 

statement of the problems. The result of observation sheet 

and field notes was used to know the process of the 

activities used by the teacher and students. It was used 

when the teacher and students were conducting the 

activities. The data was taken according to the fact during 

the teaching process when a comic strip as media was 

implemented. Then, the researcher took the students’ 

writing task to know the writing ability of the students’ 

when they had taught by using comic strip as media. 

The research instrument was an equipment to collect 

the data. In this study, the researcher used observation 

sheet, field notes and students’ writing task as 

instruments.  

The researcher took a part as an observer. The data of 

observation sheet and field notes was collected when the 

teacher and the students did the activity in the class. It 

was taken when the teacher implemented comic strips as 

media in teaching writing narrative text. Then, the data of 

students’ writing task were collected after the students 

finished their writing narrative. The researcher gathered 

the data from the result of students’ writing task and 

students’ individual score after the implementation of 

English pop song as a supplementary material. 

The result of this observation was analyzed 

descriptively. Firstly, the researcher analyzed the data of 

observation sheet based on the teacher’s and students’ 

activity when he implemented comic strips as media for 

writing narrative.Secondly, the researcher took the data 

of students’ writing task based on the ESL composition 

profile and and analyzed it descriptively. 

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

In this part, the researcher describes the result and 

discussion of the observation which has been held. The 

result and discussion of the implementation of comic 

strips as media in teaching writing narrative text to the 

tenth graders of SMAN 1 Ngimbang will be presented 

descriptively. 

The Result of The First Observation  

The first observation was done on March 19
th

 2013. It 

was on Tuesday and the class was held at 10.15 am to 

12.30 am. The teacher started the lesson with greeting 

and checking students’ attendance list. Then the teacher 

told the goal of teaching learning process about narrative 

text. The students listened to it carefully. The teacher 

gave stimulation about the material. He asked questions 

related to the narrative text. The students answered the 

questions from the teacher. It was seemed that the 

students had understood about it. Although some students 

knew the generic structure of narrative text, the teacher 

also explained it and the language features of narrative 

text clearly. When the teacher was explaining the 

material, the students kept silent and listened to the 

explanation. After explaining the material, the teacher 

distributed comic strip “Tom and Jerry” and asked 

students to read it. They were enthusiast to read it. It 

made the situation of class became noisy but the teacher 

could control it. Then the teacher asked some questions 

related to the comic strip, he also gave guiding questions 

to the students as guidance to write narrative text. The 

students were enthusiastic in answering the questions. 

They could express their idea and feeling from the comic 

strip. After discussing the comic strip, the teacher asked 

the students to write narrative text. At first some students 

were confused and had difficulty about the meaning of 

words in English but the teacher walked around and 

helped them. They wrote the story for about forty 

minutes then the teacher asked them to submit their 

writing. 

After the students submitting their work the teacher 

gave another comic strip entitled “Popularity Contest” to 

them. The students complained that they were tired if 

they were asked to write again but the teacher told them 

that it will be their homework so the students felt 

relieved. They read the comic and discussed it together 

with the teacher like previous activity. The discussion run 

well and the students were still active in this section. 

Before closing the lesson the teacher praised the students 

that they did well today and he also reminded them to do 

the homework as well as submit it in the next meeting. 

  

The Result of The Second Observation  

The second observation was done on March 21
st 

2013. 

It was on Thursday the class started at 07.00 am to 08.30 

am. The opening session was almost the same as the first 

meeting. The teacher greeted the students and he checked 

the attendance list. There was also one student who 

absent on that day. After that he asked the students to 

submit their homework and the students submitted their 

homework.  

Then the teacher reviewed the material that had been 

given in the previous meeting. It was about the 

components of narrative text. The teacher called one of 

the students and asked her about the generic structure of 

narrative text. The student could answer the teacher’s 

question correctly. Next the teacher showed some errors 

which were done by the students in their writing which 

was submitted in the first meeting. He showed the 

students’ errors and explained and corrected the mistakes. 

The students listened carefully while the teacher was 

writing their mistakes and the correctness on the white 

board. After showing and explaining their mistakes, the 

teacher gave the students chance to ask some questions. 
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But, there were no students who raised their hands to ask 

some questions.  

After explaining and writing the students’ mistakes on 

the whiteboard, the teacher continued the lesson by 

distributing comic strip entitled “Wendy and the Magical 

Snowman”. The teacher asked the students to read it 

individually for about 15 minutes. 

After the students finished reading, the teacher 

distributed worksheet and asked the students to write 

narrative text based on the comic strip. They discussed 

the information from comic strip and guiding questions in 

the worksheet to help them write the story. 

Next after discussing all of the guiding questions, the 

students started to write the story with their own words.  

During the writing process, the teacher walked around the 

class to help the students. Some students were active in 

asking about the word in English that they had not 

understood yet. There were also students who did the task 

seriously while looking for the meanings of the words in 

their dictionary. When the writing time was almost over, 

the teacher informed the students in order to finish and 

submit their work. After all of the students finished and 

submitted their work then the teacher ended the class and 

said goodbye to the students. 

 

Discussion 

This observation was done on March 19
th

 and 21
st
 

2013 which comic strip was implemented as an 

alternative media to teach writing narrative text. The 

comic strips given were clear enough for the students. In 

each meeting and task, the teacher always distributed 

comic strips to the students. There were three comic 

strips. They were Tom and Jerry, Popularity Contest, and 

Magical Snowman. The comic strips consisted of the 

sequence of the events, dialogue and narration that could 

be seen clearly and understood well by the students. This 

is in line with Heaton (1996) who stated that a comic 

does not only provide students with basic material for 

composition but also stimulate their imaginative powers. 

It meant that through comic, the students' imaginative 

power could be stimulated and they would have a concept 

in their mind about what they were going to write. In 

other words, comic strips helped the students to visualize 

the object before they start to write a narrative text. They 

could compose their idea easily because it could give 

information about the object clearer. 

In each meeting the teacher always started the lesson 

by greeting the students and checked attendance list. 

Then, in the pre-writing activity the teacher did short 

discussion with the students about narrative text. After 

that the teacher and students always discussed the 

information that students got from that comic strips. This 

section was important because through their 

understanding about the information which was presented 

on the comic strips, they could make good narrative 

composition. Next in the whilst-writing activity the 

students wrote the story of the comic strips by using their 

own words. The students had to develop and present their 

ideas in narrative composition. The last was post-writing, 

the teacher asked the students to edit and revise their own 

writing. It was useful for them to find their mistake and 

change their writing to be better. After the students had 

their final writing, the teacher re-checked their writing 

again and gave a feedback at home. It was because there 

was no time to re-check the students’ writing at class. 

The students’ writing was giving back in the next 

meeting. After they did their task, they had to submit it to 

the teacher. 

In the first meeting because the time was 135 minutes, 

the teacher gave two tasks for the students. One of them 

was done in the classroom and the other was given as 

homework. In other hand for the second meeting the 

students only did one task. During the teaching process, 

there were some students who got difficulties in 

understanding the material. From this situation, the 

teacher walked around to check and guide the students’ 

work. The students could ask the vocabulary or another 

related to the material to the teacher. 

The teacher used the result of the students’ writing 

task as the assessment. It aimed to know how the result of 

the students’ narrative writing toward the implementation 

of comic strip as media in teaching writing narrative text 

for the tenth graders. Based on the result of students’ 

writing task, the students’ composition score got better 

from each task. On the first task, the students’ score mean 

was 68,29. On the second task the students’ score mean 

was 71,59. On the third task, the students’ score mean 

was 74,61. 

From the explanation above, most of the students 

could create better composition than their previous task 

although there were some students who still had 

difficulties related to the content, organization, 

vocabulary, or language use. It could be said that comic 

strips was appropriate media to teach writing narrative 

text. It is supported by Gonzales-Espada (2003) statement 

which stated that most children and young adults love 

comic that is why comic can be applied in classroom. It 

could be concluded that comic strips helped the students 

in stimulating their ideas so they could write better 

narrative text. 

 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

Conclusion 
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Based on the result of the data analysis which is 

obtained through the observation and the student’s 

writing, the researcher concludes that: (1) The 

implementation of comic strips as media in teaching 

writing narrative text to the tenth graders of SMAN 1 

Ngimbang was understandable and going well. Comic 

strips could be used in the teaching and learning process, 

the students are motivated in joining the activity and easy 

to stimulate their idea in writing a good composition of 

narrative. (2) The students’ compositions became better 

after the implementation of comic strips. It could be seen 

from their score at the first until third task in the first and 

second meeting. The students mostly progressed 

positively in each aspect of writing. 

 

Suggestion 

Based on the conclusion above, the researcher gives 

the following suggestions: (1) The teacher should be 

creative in selecting the media or comic strips for the 

students so that they are encouraged to be more active in 

learning English (2) Other researcher are invited to 

conduct deeper study about comic strips. There are still 

many areas that can be analyzed by other researchers. 

 

REFFERENCES 

Anderson, Mark. 1997. Text Type in English 2. Australia: 

Macmillan. 

 

Bogdan, R.C. and Biklen, S.K. 2007. Qualitative 

Research for Education: An Introduction to 

Theories and Methods. Boston: Pearson. 

Brown, James W, et al. 1983. AV Instruction: 

Technology, Media, and Methods. New York: 

McGraw-Hill, Inc. 

Canning, Wilson. 2001. Visual and Language Learning: 

Is There a Connection? The Weekly Column – 

ELT Newsletter. Retrieved February 26 from 

http://elrnewsletter.com 

Creswell, John W. 2008. Educational Research: 

Planning, Conducting, and Evaluating 

Quantitative and Qualitative Research. New 

Jersey: Pearson. 

Csabay, Noemi, 2006. Using Comic Strips in Language 

Classes. English Teacher Forum Journal, Vol.3 

number 1. 

Davis, Randall. 2006. Comics: A Multi-dimensional 

Teaching Aid in Integrated-skills Classes. 

Retrieved February 26 from http://esl-

lab.com/research/comics/htm 

Depdiknas. 2006. Kurikulum Tingkat Satuan Pendidikan 

SMA dan MA. Jakarta: Depdiknas. 

Edmunds, William. 2006. Why Should Kids Read Comic? 

Retrieved February 25 from 

http://comicsintheclassroom.net/ooedmnds2006_

08_24.htm 

Eisner, W. 1985. Comics and Sequential Art. Tamarac: 

Poorhouse Press. 

Fay, D. 2009. Student Storytelling through Sequential 

Art. English Teaching Forum Journal, Vol.45 

number 3.  

Franz and Meir. 2000. Comics and the Reader. New 

York: Random House. 

Freeman, Diane Larsen. 2000. Technique and Principles 

in Language Teaching. Hongkong: Oxford 

University Press. 

Gerlach, P. Elly. 1980. Teaching and Media: A 

Systematic Approach. New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 

Inc. 

Gonzales-Espada, W. J. 2003. Integrating Physical 

Science and the Graphic Arts with Scientifically 

accurate comic strips. Rationale, Description, 

and Implementation. Revista Electrónica de 

Enseñanza de las Ciencias, Vol. 2, No 1, 58-66. 

Hadfield, C and Jill Hadfield. 1990. Writing Games. 

Hongkong: Thomas Nelson and Sons, Ltd. 

Harmer, Jeremy. 2004. English Language Teaching. New 

York: Longman. 

Harmer, Jeremy. 2004. How to Teach Writing. New 

York: Longman. 

Heaton, J. B. 1996. Composition Through Picture. 

London: Longman Group Limited. 

Heaton, J.B. 1975. Writing English Language Test. 

London: Longman. 

Huebner, Theodore. 2000. Audio-Visual Techniques in 

Teaching Foreign Languages. New York: New 

York University Press.  

Jacob, Holly, et.al. 1981. Testing ESL English 

Composition: A Practical Approach. Rowley: 

Newbury House Publishers Inc. 

Karolina, Intan. 2006. Teaching Narrative Text In 

Improving Writing To The Tenth Grade Students 

Of SMA Negeri 1 Petarukan, Pemalang. 

Unpublished S-1 thesis. Semarang: State 

University of Semarang. 

http://elrnewsletter.com/
http://esl-lab.com/research/comics/htm
http://esl-lab.com/research/comics/htm
http://comicsintheclassroom.net/ooedmnds2006_08_24.htm
http://comicsintheclassroom.net/ooedmnds2006_08_24.htm


ejournal Unesa, Volume __ Number __ 2013, __ - __ 

Lavery, Clare. 2006. Using Cartoons and Comic Strips. 

Retrieved February 25 from 

http://www.britishcouncil.org/languageassistant-

teaching-tips-cartoons-comics.htm 

Lipp, E. 1987. Picture Books: A Content Rich Resource 

For Teaching Adults and Children. Forum 

Volume xxviii. 

McMillan, J.H. 1992. Examining Categories of Rival 

Hypotheses for Educational Research. Paper 

Presented at the Annual Meeting of the 

American Educational Research Association, 

New Orleans, LA. 

Merriam, S. B. 1998. Qualitative Research and Case 

Study Applications in Education. San Fransisco: 

Josey-Bass Publisher. 

Norton, Donna E. 1980. The Effective Teaching of 

Language Art. New York: Pearson Education 

Inc. 

Nunan, D. 1991. Language Teaching Methodology: A 

Text Book For Teachers. London: Prentice Hall 

International (UK) Ltd. 

Oller, J. W. 1993. Story Writing Principles and ESL 

Teaching. TESOL Quarterly 17 (1). 

Orr, Mike. 1998. Writing, Not Boring!. Modern English 

Teacher Journal, Volume 7 Number 3,36. 

Pangestu, Adi. 2012. The Implementation of Adventure 

Comic in Teaching Reading Narrative Text to 

Eight Graders of SMP PGRI 64 Surabaya. 

Unpublished S-1 thesis. Surabaya: State 

University of Surabaya. 

Purwanitasari, Lili. 2010. Using Comic Strips to Improve 

the Ability of  Students of SMP Negeri 2 Malang 

in Writing Recount Text. Unpublished  S-1 

thesis. Malang: State University of Malang.  

Singh, M and O. P. Singh 2002. Art of Effective English 

Writing. New Delhi: S. Chand and Company 

Ltd. 

Sukmadinata., & Syaodih, N. 2005. Metode Penelitian 

Pendidikan. Bandung: Remaja Rosdakarya. 

Versaci, R. 2001. How Comic Book Can Change The 

Way Our Students See Literature: One 

Teacher’s Perpective. English Journal,91 (2), 

61-67. 

Vukoja, Tanya. 2005. Cross Genre Approach to Short 

Stories. Retrieved February 26 from 

http://www.ncte.org/pubs 

Whison, George E. 1980. Let’s Write English, Revised 

Edition. New York: Litton Education 

Publishing.  

http://www.britishcouncil.org/languageassistant-teaching-tips-cartoons-comics.htm
http://www.britishcouncil.org/languageassistant-teaching-tips-cartoons-comics.htm
http://www.ncte.org/pubs

